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NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT FOR TRIPP-DELMONT SCHOOL CHILDREN 
USDA Rural Development Grant of $19,600 Assists with Purchase


(Tripp, South Dakota – October 2, 2007) – The children at the Tripp-Delmont School will be spending their recesses on new playground equipment, thanks to a $19,600 grant from USDA Rural Development.  Today, Trace Davids and Tim Murray, representing USDA Rural Development, celebrated with Tripp-Delmont School officials in a dedication ceremony.

Tripp Delmont School was recently awarded the grants funds under the community facilities program of USDA Rural Development.  Through this program, projects are awarded for essential community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations of less than 20,000.  The grants provide facilities for community health care, cultural and educational activities, fire, rescue, and public safety, as well as public building and improvement.  The federal funding will be leveraged with a Girls Scouts contribution of $18,000, Avera Foundation grant of $5,000 and an applicant contribution of $13,424 for a total project cost of $56,024.
“I hope families take the time to hear the laughter and joy this equipment will bring to the children,” USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers said.  “The equipment will provide an avenue of energy release as the children play, bond and build new friendships.”  

“The new playground system is a great addition to the school and community and an outstanding example of several groups and agencies working together,” said Lynn Vlasman, Superintendent at Tripp-Delmont School.  “The dream of a group of local Girl Scouts has become a reality through their hard work and the support of Avera, USDA Rural Development, the City of Tripp and many parents and community members.”
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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