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HISTORIC STRUCTURE PROVIDES CONTINUED SERVICE TO COMMUNITY 
USDA Rural Development Grant of $2,925 Assists with Purchase of Furnace


(Kaylor, South Dakota – October 2, 2007) – The community leaders in Kaylor will now be able to take their coats off and conduct meetings in a more comfortable environment thanks to a grant from USDA Rural Development to purchase a new furnace.  Today, Trace Davids and Tim Murray, representing USDA Rural Development, presented the SE Germans Dakota Heritage Museum with a ceremonial check in the amount of $2,925.
The SE Germans Dakota Heritage Museum was awarded the grant funds under the community facilities program of USDA Rural Development.  Through this program, projects are awarded for essential community facilities and services for public use in rural communities with populations of less than 20,000.  The grants provide facilities for community health care, cultural and educational activities, fire, rescue, and public safety, as well as public building and improvement.  The federal funding will be leveraged with an applicant contribution of $975 for a total project cost of $3,900.

“The SE Germans Dakota Heritage Museum is an historical building that is still being used today to hold community meetings,”  USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers said.  “The new furnace will provide the community with increased comfort, warmth and safety during times of use and historic items will be preserved from the elements.” 

“This funding offers us the opportunity to provide programs on a continual basis to further cultural heritage year round,” said Gary Jerke, President of the SE Germans Dakota Heritage Museum.
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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