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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

CITY OF TYNDALL GETS YOUTH CENTER 
$72,700 from USDA Rural Development Assists with Renovation Project


(Tyndall, South Dakota – October 30, 2007) – USDA Rural Development in South Dakota awarded a $61,800 loan and $10,900 grant to the City of Tyndall to purchase a building and renovate it for a youth center.  USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers today announced the community facility funding.  

“Investment of federal dollars to rural communities of South Dakota assist with improving the quality of life for local residents and strengthens the future of rural communities,” said Jaspers.  “The newly renovated center will provide the community greater opportunity to serve youth and general community activities.”

The City of Tyndall identified the need for a youth center in their community.  An existing building on Main Street will be purchased and renovated to meet the social and recreational needs of the residents.  A study room, library with textbooks used in grades 6-12 and a computer lab with supervised internet access will be made available to youth which will allow students to research, write papers, and search colleges, etc.  Recreational offerings will include pool tables, foosball tables, a big screen television, and a snack bar.  The center will be staffed by local volunteers.  Hours of operation will be mainly evenings and weekends.

“The youth center is a wonderful asset to the community.  It provides a place for the children to go after school and on non school days which is great for them as well as their parents.  We appreciate the partnership & cooperation we have received from USDA Rural Development, the City of Tyndall and all of the local community support,”  Janet Wagner Youth Center Coordinator. 

 USDA Rural Development Specialist Sherrie Lewis also attended the event.  Rural Development provides valuable loan and grant programs and technical assistance to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents, as well as finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Rural Development invested more than $255 million in fiscal year 2007 and $1.9 billion over the past 10 years in South Dakota’s economy.  

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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