
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

Community Facility Grant Program 

 OBJECTIVE 
 

         The purpose of the Community Facility grant program is to assist in the development of essential          
 community facilities in rural areas. 
 

 ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 
  

 Public bodies, such as a municipality, county, district, authority, or other political subdivision of a state. 
 
 Nonprofit corporations or associations that have significant ties with the local community, and possible 
 public purpose. 
 
 Federally recognized Indian Tribes on a Federal or State reservation. 
 

 ELIGIBLE FACILITIES 
 

Essential community facilities located in rural areas. 
 
The facility must be necessary for orderly community development and consistent with the State’s strategic 
plan. 

 

 CREDIT ELSEWHERE 
 

 The applicant must be unable to finance the proposed project from their own resources, through           
 commercial credit at reasonable rates and terms, or other funding sources without grant assistance under 
 this program.  The applicant must certify to such status in writing. 
  

 ECONOMIC FEASIBILITY 
 

 Projects financed under this grant program must be based on satisfactory sources of revenue. 
  
 The amount of Community Facilities grant assistance must be the minimum amount sufficient for feasibility 
 purposes, which will provide for facility operation and maintenance, reasonable reserves, and debt         
 repayment. 
 

 LEGAL AUTHORITY 
 

 Each applicant must have or obtain the legal authority necessary for the construction, operation, and    
 maintenance of the proposed facility.  The applicant must be responsible for operating, maintaining, and 
 managing the facility and provide for its continued availability and use at reasonable rates and terms. 
 

 USE OF FUNDS 
 

 Pay for up to seventy-five percent of the cost of developing specific essential Community Facilities in rural 
 areas.  Funding for the balance of the project shall consist of other Community Facilities financial           
 assistance, applicant contributions, or loans and grants from other sources. 
 
 The facility must be located in a community with a population of less than 20,000. 
 
 Project must be located in a community with a median household income, which is less than ninety percent 
 of the nonmetropolitan median household income for the State.  For the State of Maine, the community’s 
 median household income must be less than $33,602 based on the 2000 census. 
 
 Other restrictions exist based on the Community’s population and median household income. 
 
 



 

GRANT FUNDS MAY NOT BE USED TO: 
 
 Pay annual recurring costs, including purchases or rentals that are generally considered to be operating and 
 maintenance expenses. 
 
 Construct or repair electrical generating plants, electronic transmission lines, or gas distribution lines to   
 provide services for commercial sale. 
 

 Pay interest or refinance existing debt. 
 
For more information regarding the Rural Development Guaranteed Community Programs, please contact the Rural 
Development State Office: 
 
                 967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 4 

Bangor, ME  04401-2767 
              TEL: (207) 990-9121 
         TDD/TTY: (207) 942-7331 
      
        PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
       RONALD C. LAMBERT, JR. 
           Email: ronald.lambert@me.usda.gov 
 

 
Or the Area Office serving your county: 

 
 

 PRESQUE ISLE AREA OFFICE    LEWISTON AREA OFFICE 
 Aroostook, Washington, and Northern   Androscoggin, Franklin, Oxford, 
 Penobscot Counties      and Kennebec Counties 
 

 735 Main Street, Suite 1     254 Goddard Road 
 Presque Isle ME 04769-2285     Lewiston ME 04240 
 Tel: (207) 764-4157      Tel: (207) 753-9400 
 Fax: (207) 764-2246      Fax: (207) 784-1335 
 
 AREA SPECIALIST      AREA SPECIALISTS 
 Cheryl Pelletier      Bobbi J. Arnold 
 email: cheryl.pelletier@me.usda.gov    email: bobbi.arnold@me.usda.gov 
  
 BANGOR AREA OFFICE     Peter G. Harriman 
 Somerset, Piscataquis, Penobscot,     email: peter.harriman@me.usda.gov 
 Hancock, Waldo, and Knox Counties 
         SCARBOROUGH AREA OFFICE 
 1423 Broadway, Suite 3     Sagadahoc, Cumberland, Lincoln, 
 Bangor ME 04401-2468     and York Counties 
 

 Tel: (207) 990-3676      306 US Route 1, Suite B-1 
 Fax: (207) 990-5092      Scarborough ME  04074-9774 
         Tel: (207) 883-0159 
 AREA SPECIALISTS      Fax: (207) 883-2740 
 
 Lewis W. Sirois      AREA SPECIALIST 
 email: lewis.sirois@me.usda.gov    Michael F. Jenkins 
         email: michael.jenkins@me.usda.gov 
 Michael G. Rollins 
 email: michael.rollins@me.usda.gov 
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