Notice of a Finding of No Significant Impact

The USDA, Rural Development has received an application for financial assistance from [insert applicant’s name]. The proposed project consists of [

itemize the project’s construction activities and locations; include information regarding any conversion(s) of  [insert issue1].

As required by the National Environmental Policy Act, Rural Development has assessed the potential environmental effects of the proposed project and has determined that the proposal will not have a significant effect on the human environment and for which an Environment Impact Statement will not be prepared.  The basis of this determination is [briefly summarize reasons].  [Add if necessary] In order to avoid or minimize any adverse environmental impacts, Rural Development will require the applicant to incorporate the following mitigation measures into the proposed project’s design [briefly summarize all proposed mitigation measures and locations].

Copies of the Environmental Assessment can be reviewed or obtained at [insert the Rural Development area office location and telephone number].  For further information, please contact [insert Rural Development loan official’s name and telephone number].

[If additional public review period is required have newspaper insert a date 15 day after the date of the first publication]2   A general location map of the proposal is shown below.  [insert general location map of the proposed project].

1  Important Farmland, Wetland, Floodplain, or an “Adverse Effect to a Cultural Resource”

2  Any person interested in commenting on this FONSI may submit comments to the address above by [have newspaper insert date that is 15 days from the publication of this notice]. 

There is a required 15 day comment period for Class II Environmental Assessments and Class I Environmental Assessments that are effecting Important Farmland, Wetlands, Floodplains, or have an Adverse Effect to a Cultural Resource.

Public notices must be published for 3 consecutive days in a daily newspaper or 2 consecutive weeks in a weekly paper.  

