Executive Order 11988
Floodplains

In 1974, Executive Order 11988 was signed by the President.  The Executive Order requires that each Federal agency provide leadership and take action to reduce the risk of flood loss, to minimize the impact of floods on human safety, health and welfare, and to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial values served by floodplains in carrying out its responsibilities.  The requirements of RD Instruction 1940-G and the Executive Order are outlined below.

1. Determine if the proposed action is in the base floodplain (100 year floodplain).

2. If the proposed action is in the base floodplain, publish a preliminary public notification to inform the public.


3. Identify and evaluate alternatives to locating in the base floodplain.


4. Identify impacts of the proposed action.

a. Does the action have impacts on the base floodplain?  Discuss positive and negative impacts.
b. Does the action indirectly support floodplain development?

5. Identify ways to minimize impact to the floodplain, restore the floodplain to its natural condition, and preserve or prevent modification to the natural floodplain (mitigation measures).

6. Evaluate alternatives.

7. Identify findings and publish final public notification.

8. Implement the action.

In addition to the above requirements, the following steps must also be taken if proposing to locate in a base floodplain:

1. Private Party Notification – For all actions to be located in floodplains it is the responsibility of the loan official to inform the applicant in writing of the hazards associated with such locations.  (See sample language)

2. Require flood insurance in the Letter of Conditions if the action involves an insurable structure.

3. Require in the Letter of Conditions that the proposed action and any future improvements comply with the local floodplain ordinance.


4. Ensure that any applicable mitigation measures are included in the Letter of Conditions.

