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e \Nater and Waste Disposal Programs

The Rural Utilities Service (RUS) administers a water and wastewater loan and grant program to improve the qual-
ity of life and promote economic development in rural America. RUS is a new agency created in October 1994 by
the reorganization of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).

*WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL DIRECT AND GUARANTEED LOANS

~ Purpose: Direct loans may be made to develop water and wastewater systems, including solid waste
disposal and storm drainage, in rural areas and to cities and towns with a population of 10,000
or less. Funds are available to public entities, such as municipalities, counties, special-purpose
districts, and Indian tribes. In addition, funds may be made available to corporations operated
on a not-for-profit basis. Priority will be given to public entities in areas with less than 5,500
people, to restore a deteriorating water supply, or to improve, enlarge, or modify a water facility
or an inadequate waste facility. Also, preference will be given to requests which involve the
merging of small facilities and those serving low-income communities.

~ Applicants must be unable to obtain funds from other sources at reasonable rates and terms. The maxi
mum term for all loans is 40 years, however, no repayment period will exceed state statutes or the useful
life of the facility. Interest rates may be obtained from Rural Development field offices. Guaranteed loans
may be made for the same purpose as direct loans. They are made and services by lenders, such as,
banks and savings and loan associations. Normally, guarantees will not exceed 80 percent on any loss
of interest and principle on the loan.

*WATER AMD WASTE DISPOSAL GRANTS

~ Purpose: Reduce water and waste disposal costs to a reasonable level for users of the system. Grants
may be made, in some instances, up to 75 percent of eligible project costs. Eligible applicants
are the same as for loans.

* TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING GRANTS

~ Purpose: Make grants to non-profit organizations to provide technical assistance and/or training to
associations located in rural areas and to cities and towns with a population of 10,000 or less.
Assistance may be provided to identify and evaluate solutions to water and waste disposal
problems, to improve the operation and maintenance of existing water and waste disposal
facilities, and to assist associations in preparing applications for water and waste disposal
facilities.

*SOLID WATER MANAGEMENT GRANTS

~ Purpose: Make grants to public and private non-profit organizations to provide technical assistance
and/or training to associations located in rural areas and to cities and towns with a population
of 10,000 or less to reduce or eliminate pollution of water resources, and to improve planning
and management of solid waste facilities. Assistance may be provided to enhance operator
skills in operations and maintenance, identify threats to water resources, and reduce the solid
waste stream.

*RURAL WATER CIRCUIT RIDER TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

~ Purpose: Provide on-site technical assistance to help assure cost-effective operation of rural water
systems. RUS has assisted rural water systems, via contracting, with day-to-day operational,
financial and managements problems. The assistance is provided at no charge and may be
requested by officials of rural water systems or by Rural Development personnel.
It complements supervisory assistance provided by Rural Development personnel.




*APPLICATIONS

~ Information about the water and waste disposal programs and advice on how to assemble information to
determine engineering feasibility, economic soundness, cost estimates, organization, financing and
management matters, may be obtained from Rural Development field offices. These offices are usually
listed in local telephone directories under “U.S. Department of Agriculture.”

*FOR MORE INFORMATION

~ Contact the Maine State USDA Rural Development Office at:

United States Department of Agriculture
Rural Development

967 lllinois Avenue, Suite 4

Bangor, ME 04401-2767

TEL: (207) 990-9121

FAX: (207) 990-9129

TDD/TTY: (207) 942-7331

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
RONALD C. LAMBERT, JR.
Email: ronald.lambert@me.usda.gov

RUS SPECIALIST
GARY VANIDESTINE
Email: gary.vanidestine@me.usda.gov

Or the Area Office serving your county:

PRESQUE ISLE AREA OFFICE
Aroostook, Washington, and Northern
Penobscot Counties

735 Main Street, Suite 1
Presque Isle ME 04769-2285
Tel: (207) 764-4157

Fax: (207) 764-2246

AREA SPECIALIST
Cheryl D. Pelletier
email: cheryl.pelletier@me.usda.gov

BANGOR AREA OFFICE
Somerset, Piscataquis, Penobscot,
Hancock, Waldo, and Knox Counties

1423 Broadway, Suite 3
Bangor, ME 04401-2468

Tel: (207) 990-3676
Fax: (207) 990-5092

AREA SPECIALISTS

Lewis W. Sirois
email: lewis.sirois@me.usda.gov

Michael G. Rollins
email: michael.rollins@me.usda.gov

LEWISTON AREA OFFICE
Androscoggin, Franklin, Oxford,
and Kennebec Counties

254 Goddard Road

Lewiston ME 04240
Tel: (207) 753-9400
Fax: (207) 784-1335

AREA SPECIALISTS
Bobbi J. Arnold
email: bobbi.arnold@me.usda.gov

Peter G. Harriman
email: peter.harriman@me.usda.gov

SCARBOROUGH AREA OFFICE
Sagadahoc, Cumberland, Lincoln,
and York Counties

306 US Route 1, Suite B-1
Scarborough ME 04074-9774
Tel: (207) 883-0159

Fax: (207) 883-2740

AREA SPECIALIST
Michael F. Jenkins
email: michael.jenkins@me.usda.gov

The USDA prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, disability, political beliefs, sexual orien-
tation, and marital or family status. Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc) should contact the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-3237
(voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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