This past year the Bush Administration continued a strong commitment to expanding
jobs and bringing renewed economic opportunities to rural America through strong
leadership and strengthened programs.

One of the President’s top priorities is to create new jobs and help spark economic
growth. The tax relief package that the President signed into law in 2001 continues to
help families throughout America and USDA’s Rural Development programs are also
creating new opportunities. In 2002 for example, economic grants and loans provided
by USDA helped create or protect more than 150,000 rural jobs. As well, Rural
Development programs provided more than $12 billion in economic infrastructure
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USDA’s commitment to improving rural America didn’t stop there. Employees worked with local communities
to provide homeownership financing for more than 42,000 families. These efforts are helping move closer to
reaching the President’s goal of increasing minority homeownership by fifty percent in five years.

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 signed by the President last May provides new resources
and programs aimed at making continued progress in rural America. This includes new grant programs to assist
in the development of renewable energy sources; funding to expand the availability of information technologies;
and financing for community water and wastewater improvements.

As we embark upon a new year, we have a strong agenda and many opportunities to strengthen America’s rural
communities. The Administration will continue to build upon the principles outlined in our policy publication,
“Food and Agricultural Policy: Taking stock for the New Century”. Our team at USDA will continue working
with all interested parties and build new coalitions to help families, create jobs and invest in America’s rural
sectors.

A strong and vibrant economy in rural America serves as the cornerstone of President
Bush’s economic agenda. USDA Rural Development is working hard to expand economic J '_
opportunities and improve the quality of life for all of the 59 million Americans living in
rural communities. Through the efficient and effective delivery of Rural Development
initiatives, new jobs have been created, homeownership has increased and families and
businesses have been strengthened. New investments and entrepreneurial spirit will
continue to grow, bringing increased opportunity to rural areas.

I know and understand that rural Americans are resilient and share a pioneering spirit that
will once again forge new frontiers in the future. In this same spirit, USDA Rural Thomas C. Dorr
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In looking back over the last year, we have begun to build an economic foundation, shaped like what President
Bush advocates. I am proud of the agressive efforts by USDA Rural Development employees to quickly turn
many of the 2002 Farm Bill provisions into new economic hope for America’s farmers, ranchers and rural
families. These efforts ensured the delivery of $703 million to finance 377 communities water and wastewater
infrastructure projects. Additionally, $37 million helped support the development of 231 agricultural value-
added ventures that will bring new opportunities for increased revenues to our American farmers and ranchers.
In total, over $12 billion was invested through USDA Rural Development programs in rural America in Fiscal
Year 2002.

We have accomplished much in Fiscal Year 2002. However, to meet ongoing and future challenges, USDA
Rural Development will focus in 2003 on four critical areas of economic opportunity: Housing; Broadband;
Bio-Mass; and Equity Capital. | commit USDA Rural Development to administer all our programs and policies
fairly, equitably, and honorably. It is the right thing to do, it is what I believe, and [ will tolerate nothing less.
Through our collective and hard work we will continue to increase the economic opportunities in rural commu-
nities and improve the quality of life for all rural Americans.



