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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR
TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Laredo, January 28, 2003 — USDA Rural Development State Director, Bryan Daniel announced
today $497,000 in economic development to strengthen rural communities in Dimmit, LaSalle, Zavala,
Frio, Duval, Jim Hogg and Zapata Counties, as part of the Bush Administration’s ongoing commitment to
invest and bolster programs for rural America.

Texas A & M International University will use the Rural Utilities Service grant funds to provide
interactive video equipment to high schools so that classes can be made available to residents. This
program will provide distance learning opportunities for 8,358 high school students in 12 school districts.

“These grant programs are important to helping America’s rural communities thrive and prosper,”
said Daniel. “Investing in our schools helps families, creates new jobs and provides real investments in
rural areas.”

Grant recipients are required to obtain matching funds which will double the impact of the USDA
grants. Funding of individual recipients will be contingent upon meeting the conditions of the grant
agreement. For information on 2003 funding availability and applications, please visit
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/redi/index.htm.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for rural development needs and
administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural
Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Information on USDA Rural Development can
be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/.

For further information on USDA Rural Development programs, call the Rio Grande City Local
Service Center at 956-487-5576, Extension 4.

USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer. Complaints
of discrimination should be sent to: Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410

The USDA Rural Development mission area was created in 1994 and includes the Rural Business-
Cooperative Service, the Rural Housing Service, and the Rural Utilities Service. Its mission is to use the
resources of USDA to provide an improved quality of life for the nation’s 53 million rural people.

For more information on USDA Rural Development programs in Texas, check our web site at
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/tx/.
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