== == NEWS RELEASE

United States Department of Agriculture « Rural Development
505 W. University Drive, Suite G, Georgetown, TX 78627
Phone: (512) 863-6502, Ext 4 - FAX (512) 869-0579+ TDD: 254-742-9712 - Web Site: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/tx/

Date: March 9, 2005 Contact Name: Jerry Moore
Phone Number: 512-863-6502, Ext. 4
Email: Jerry.Moore@tx.usda.gov

Release Number TX 153.05

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT TO HOLD FORUM
ON AVAILABLE PROGRAMS

ROUND ROCK, TEXAS, March 9, 2005 — Bryan Daniel, State Director for Texas USDA
Rural Development, announced today that a series of forums will be conducted for rural communities
throughout the state of Texas. The forum is free to the public and speakers will provide information to
all interested individuals and entities about the various housing, community, and business and industry
programs available through USDA Rural Development.

The forum for Burnet, Travis and Williamson counties will be held Wednesday, March 16,
2005, at 1:00 p.m., at the Best Western Executive Inn, 1851 North IH-35, Round Rock, Texas. The
session will feature a presentation and discussion of all USDA Rural Development programs, in both
direct and guaranteed lending opportunities, for rural utilities, community facilities, business and
industry, single family housing and multi-family housing.

“USDA Rural Development is committed to making its programs and services available to all
rural Texans, including individuals, small businesses, municipalities, community based organizations
and traditionally underserved portions of the population. Through its support of sustainable
development of communities, USDA Rural Development works to improve the quality of life for rural
Texans,” said Daniel.

Through the numerous programs offered by USDA Rural Development is committed to
enhance the quality of life in rural communities by improving the flow of capital to businesses and
addressing the essential needs of housing, water, education and health care.

There is no cost to attend and all interested individuals are invited. To learn more or to make
reservations to attend the forum, please call USDA Rural Development in Georgetown, Texas, at (512)
863-6502, Ext. 4.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
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