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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROMOTES PROGRAMS

TEMPLE, TEXAS, March 20, 2007— USDA Rural Development is encouraging producers and small business owners to begin preparing their applications for the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Program and the Value Added Producer Grant Program.  

“We are halfway through the fiscal year,” said Bryan Daniel, USDA Rural Development State Director in Texas.  “Active participation is critical to the success of these programs.”

The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Program can help rural Texas farmers and small businesses finance renewable energy systems or make energy improvements.  Renewable energy systems utilizing wind, solar, biomass, geothermal or hydrogen sources may be purchased.  Energy efficiency improvements may include retrofitting lighting or insulation, irrigation, grain dryers, or purchasing or replacing equipment with more efficient units in existing or new replacement facilities.  

A grant can be awarded for up to 25 percent of the cost of the project and loan guarantees for up to 50 percent of the project costs.  Now is the time to work on the technical report for a renewable energy project or have the energy audit completed for an energy efficiency application.

The Value-Added Producer Grant Program provides competitive grant funds for one of the two following activities:  (1) to support the planning activities needed to establish a viable value-added marketing opportunity for an agricultural product or (2) to acquire working capital to operate a value-added business venture that will allow producers to better compete in domestic and international markets.  The maximum award for a planning grant is $100,000 and the maximum award for a working capital grant is $300,000.  

Grants are available to independent producers, agricultural producer groups, farmer or rancher cooperatives, and majority-controlled producer-based business ventures.  Value-added products are those agricultural products, which gain value through processing, production, segregation or other means, or produce renewable energy on a farm or ranch.  

Looking at previous grant requirements is valuable, but applicants must be sure they use this year’s rules when preparing their proposals.  Rural Development will notify interested people as soon as the rules are published.  To get on the notification list, send your email address to Billy.Curb@tx.usda.gov or call (254) 742-9780.
#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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