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USDA BUILDS ON HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH

TEMPLE, TEXAS, June 4, 2007 – Agriculture Under Secretary for Rural Development Thomas Dorr today highlighted June 2007 as National Homeownership Month.  Owning a home gives families security, a sense of pride, and is an important part of the American way of life.  Nearly 70 percent of all Americans now enjoy the satisfaction of owning their own home.


“For nearly 60 years, USDA Rural Development has helped rural Americans with the blueprint to become a homeowner,” Dorr said. “In the most recent year, we helped 43,000 rural families achieve the American dream of homeownership.” 


“USDA Rural Development has a long history of assisting rural citizens to achieve and maintain the dream of homeownership.  It is with great pride that we join President Bush in celebrating June 2007 as Homeownership Month,” said Bryan Daniel, USDA Rural Development State Director in Texas.


This year’s Homeownership Month highlights the close partnership of USDA Rural Development with partner organizations through financial and technical assistance by direct and guaranteed loan programs.  Mortgage brokers, real estate professionals, and approved lenders participating in the guaranteed loan program are recognized for the tremendous job they have done in assisting over 750 families become homeowners across Texas this year.  Their efforts have contributed over $72 million to the housing market.
The local USDA Rural Development office in Angleton will be celebrating Homeownership Month by hosting an open house at their office located at 209 East Mulberry, Suite 500, Angleton, Texas on June 7 – 8 from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Information on buying a home will be available, as well as assistance with filling out applications.  Balloons and coloring books will be available for children and refreshments will be served.

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/tx/. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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