[image: image1.jpg]USDA
L)

Committed to the future of rural communities.

Rural S

Development




   NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture -  Rural Development

World Wide Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov
VERMONT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






Contact:  Carolyn Lawrence

October 16, 2007  








            (802) 828-6002

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ANNOUNCES $2.03 MILLION FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY, RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS

Montpelier, VT:  Jolinda LaClair, State Director of USDA Rural Development (RD)  for Vermont and New Hampshire, announced the award of $2,032,301 in guaranteed loans and grants, from RD’s Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Guaranteed Loan and Grant Program, to sixteen agricultural producers and small businesses.


“The Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvement program is a valuable tool in helping rural businesses and agricultural producers cut energy costs and increase their economic viability,” said LaClair.  “The loan and grant recipients exhibit progressive thinking and are great examples of agricultural producers and small businesses in Vermont.”

The 2002 Farm Bill authorized the 9006 Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvement program to help agricultural producers and rural small businesses reduce energy costs and consumption through the purchase of renewable energy systems and installation of energy efficiency improvements.

"The renewable energy and energy efficiency programs we included in the 2002 Farm Bill have proven to be both popular and timely,” said Senator Patrick Leahy.  “I am pleased that so many Vermont farms and businesses have been able to take advantage of the programs and we are working hard to enhance and improve the energy section of the new Farm Bill currently before the Senate Agriculture Committee."


Eleven maple sugar operations received a total of $123,086 in Energy Efficiency Grants to purchase and install reverse osmosis or steam away equipment to significantly increase their energy savings:  
· Border Farms, Derby Line, VT  $4,362 grant

· Branon’s West View Maples, Fairfield, VT  $18,325 grant, $18,325 loan

· Brewster Ridge Sugarhouse, Cambridge, VT $24,750 grant
· Fox Hill Maples, Inc., Fairfield, VT, $16,594 grant

· Royal Jarvis, Alburg, VT, $4,340 grant

· Matt’s Sugar Shack, Berkshire, VT, $4,574 grant, $4,575 loan
MORE

· Meadowbrook Acres, Milton, VT, $4,148 grant

· Paul’s Sugarhouse, Richford, VT, $3,330 grant

· Playful Shady Maples, Inc, Fairfield, VT, $10,560 grant

· Spates Maple, Derby, VT, $3,750 grant

· Sugar Ridge Farm, Danville, VT, $5,453 grant


Two small businesses received a total of $10,537 in Energy Efficiency Grants to make energy efficient improvements to their operations:

· West River Tennis & Fitness Center, South Londonderry, VT, $6,124 grant
· Entertainment Unlimited dba Pizza Putt, South Burlington, VT, $4,413 grant

Two farms received Renewable Energy guaranteed loan/grant combinations to purchase and install manure – to – methane anaerobic digesters. The projects improve upon organic waste disposal problems and manure management practices.  After full implementation, greenhouse gas emissions are reduced, fertilizer value of manure is increased, soil compaction and moisture content is improved, water pollution from leaching and run-off of nitrates is reduced and composted solids can be used for bedding replacement or sold as a soil amendment.  The farms will be selling electricity to local electric companies: 

· Neighborhood Energy LLC, Newport, VT, $326,767 guaranteed loan, $357,988 grant

· Boucher BioPower, LLC, Highgate Center, VT  $683,810 loan, $500,000 grant


A third Renewable Energy guaranteed loan/grant combination will be used to help with the purchase and installation of Solar PV and Wood Biomass renewable energy technologies.  

· Scott Farm Inc, Dummerston, VT, $15,057 loan, $15,056 grant
Previous funding from this program that was established in 2003 include: 
· Six Vermont farms received Renewable Energy Grants totaling $1,847,800. All of the grants were used to purchase and install manure-to-methane anaerobic digesters,  
· Five Maple Sugar businesses received Energy Efficiency Grants totaling $33,776 to purchase and install equipment that resulted in significant energy savings in their maple sugaring operations,
·  A poultry farm received a $12,001 Energy Efficiency Grant to purchase energy efficient refrigeration, 
· A fitness center received a $45,150 Energy Efficiency Grant to make improvements to its heating and lighting systems. 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in Rural America.  This is done by providing financial and technical assistance to foster growth and new opportunities for business development, home ownership, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  To learn more about USDA Rural Development programs visit the web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/vt. 
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