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A COMBINATION OF USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS PROVIDES HOUSING FOR SENIORS IN WEST DOVER

West Dover, VT:  A very low-interest loan of $970,000 from USDA Rural Development’s (RD)  Housing Programs combined with a $215,600 grant and $92,400 loan from RD’s Water and Wastewater Programs will be used to construct 26 units of senior housing and provide the water source for the complex.  Butterfield Common, a 40 unit housing complex of affordable housing is being developed in West Dover, VT by the Brattleboro Area Community Land Trust, Inc.  In addition to the 26 units of elderly housing, funded by USDA Rural Development, there will be 7 units of family rental and 7 units of condominiums for ownership.  All units will be affordable to households at or below 100% of median income and 29 of the units will be affordable and rented to households below 60% of median income.  Twenty two of the twenty six senior rental units will include rental assistance, assuring that seniors’ rent does not exceed 30% of their income.

"Housing costs in many rural areas remain high with few options for senior citizens or lower income residents to find safe, affordable housing.  The area of West Dover is no exception to this reality," said Jolinda LaClair, State Director of USDA Rural Development in Vermont/New Hampshire. "The partnership between USDA Rural Development and the Brattleboro Area Community Land Trust will help to ensure that housing will be available and remain affordable for the citizens of this region."
The water project, funded by USDA Rural Development, will include the development of a water source, the pump station for delivery of the water and a distribution system for potable water for the tenants and the community building.  

Other project funders include the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, Vermont Housing Finance Agency, Chittenden Bank, the Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston, the Vermont Community Development Program through the Town of Dover and Efficiency Vermont.

The idea for this project resulted from a Vermont Council on Rural Development sponsored Community Visit over three years ago.  Seniors were very clear that they wanted to remain in the community that was home for so many years, but there were few elder-living options for them to pursue.

“We are very excited to partner with Rural Development in the creation of this mixed income, intergenerational community in West Dover, said Connie Snow, Executive Director of Brattleboro Area Community Land Trust.  “This project will enable senior citizens to remain in their home community, and will offer affordable rental and ownership housing to families within walking distance to major employers.”
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Further information on rural programs is available by calling Carolyn Lawrence at 802-828-6002 or by visiting the web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/vt.

