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IMPROVEMENTS TO BE MADE TO SPRINGFIELD’S SEWER SYSTEM WITH $274,960 IN USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS


Springfield, VT:  The Town of Springfield received a $137,480 grant and a $137,480 loan from USDA Rural Development’s Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program.  The money will be used to replace the existing combined sewer and storm water system.  


“Working with rural towns in Vermont and helping them meet the requirements and mandates of state environmental regulations is an integral part of RD’s mission,” said Jolinda LaClair, State Director of USDA Rural Development.  “Our work with the Town of Springfield on community-based and economic development projects supports their goals toward sound, healthy growth.” 

In the past, both sewer water and storm water were collected in the same pipe and sent to the sewage plant.  The combination of sewer water and storm water was more than the system could handle, causing overflow and, during a storm, an excessive amount of water to the plant.  These funds will be used to separate the collection of sewer water and storm water, eliminating the overflow and decreasing the strain on the sewer plant.  This project will reduce the annual volume of the combined sewer overflow discharges by more than 95% and reduce annual flow to the Springfield Wastewater Treatment Facility by an estimated 10 to 15 percent.


“We are grateful to USDA Rural Development for agreeing to participate on this project with us.  We have worked with Rural Development on several other infrastructure projects, totaling approximately $7,000,000 in loans and grants in the past and have always appreciated the help they have given to the town and its citizens,” said Robert Forguites, Town Manager.


Water and Waste loans and grants are made to public bodies, non-profits and corporations to develop or improve water and wastewater systems in rural areas.  To find out more about USDA Rural Development Water and Waste Disposal programs, please call Jon Muise  at (802) 257-7878, Ext 106, or visit the web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/vt
