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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT CONSOLIDATES OFFICES TO IMPROVE SERVICE TO RURAL RESIDENTS

     Montpelier, VT, September 21, 2007   -   As of October 1, 2007, USDA Rural Development (RD)  will consolidate the delivery of its housing programs for Grafton County  with those delivered from the Conway, NH  Area Office. Anyone interested in obtaining information about Rural Development’s loan and grant programs can call either the Conway, NH Area Office at 603-447-3318 or visit their website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/vt.  USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service and Farm Service Agency will maintain their presence at the 250 Swiftwater Road, Woodsville, NH site.



“The Conway Area Office will have a team of staff to deliver all Rural Development programs --  housing, community and business,” said Jolinda LaClair, State Director of USDA Rural Development in VTand NH.  “We are presently identifying locations in Grafton County where Rural Development Specialists can meet with residents on scheduled days or by appointment, to learn about and apply for a Rural Development loan or grant.  As those locations are identified, public notification will be initiated via the media and RD’s website noted above.
Locations identified to date are: 
· Senior Center in Plymouth, NH
· Listen Center in Lebanon, NH
· AHEAD Office in Littleton, NH
· Horse Meadow Senior Center in North Haverhill, NH

 Call Richard Roderick at 603-447-3318 for directions and to find out when he will be in your area.

For more information about the move, please call Gary Beem, Director of Administrative Programs at 802-828-6074 or email him at gary.beem@vt.usda.gov.  

  
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in Rural America.  This is done by providing financial and technical assistance to foster growth and new opportunities for business development, home ownership, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  
