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BASS ANNOUNCES $3.7 MILLION BROADBAND LOAN FOR UPPER VALLEY

Hanover, NH:  Congressman Charles Bass announced the award of a $3.7 million broadband loan to Merton Capital, LLC from USDA Rural Development.  The funds will be used to construct a fiber-optic data and video network for customers in the Hanover, NH area.  “I am pleased that such a coordinated and organized effort has succeeded for this center of New Hampshire’s knowledge economy,” said Bass.  “The Town of Hanover, USDA Rural Development, the Merton Group, and all the other community organizations that played a part deserve enormous credit for seeing this project of such vision.”

Bass has supported funding at the Department of Agriculture for the grant application and his office participated in a September 2003 conference and planning workshop on the Hanover-based project and for future broadband deployment projects in the state.  “Completion of this project will position the Upper Valley like the great transportation centers of the past century.  Widespread deployment of fiber-to-home will connect the region to the outside world for commerce, entertainment, education, and all communications as vitally as being located on a port, major river, or rail line meant during the last centuries.  I am pleased to have been a part of making this possible,” concluded Bass.


“This broadband funding is part of the Bush Administration’s efforts to expand the availability of broadband technology to rural areas,” said Curtis Anderson, Deputy Administrator of USDA Rural Development’s Rural Utilities Service.  “Since the beginning of the Bush Administration, over $2 billion in telecommunication funding has provided over one million rural homes and businesses with access to high speed broadband connections.” 

“This is the first USDA Rural Development Broadband loan in New England,,” said Jolinda H. LaClair, State Director of USDA Rural Development.  “Bringing high-speed internet at affordable prices to our rural communities gives them the same access to community services and economic opportunities as their urban counterparts.”


Merton Capital, a New Hampshire communications company, has signed a joint agreement with ValleyNet, a leading Internet Service Provider.  ValleyNet will use Merton’s fiber network to provide very high-speed Internet access to its subscribers.  Merton’s subsidiary company, Hanover Broadband Network, will be the local operator for broadband services in Hanover.  Construction is expected to start in the fall and will serve about 2,800 homes and several businesses and institutions.


Merton Capital, LLC is a privately owned company focusing on the development of enhanced broadband services infrastructure.  Merton owns Merton Group, the network operations and support company and Hanover Broadband Network.  Terrence McGarty, a Managing Partner of Merton, and also a Thornton, NH resident, states, “Broadband presents a truly significant positive step towards the future for any town.  We have found in Hanover a true partner in a vision of what broadband can bring to a community and we share with them this vision of unbounded potentials.  The effective public-private partnership that we have created bodes well for the expansion of broadband into a large number of communities across this country.  The inclusion of the Federal Government with USDA Rural Development in this effort shows that the public sector can have truly creative leadership who share with the private sector the desire to empower the citizens with this new open communication infrastructure.”

USDA Rural Development provides financial and technical assistance in the areas of housing, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  For more information about Rural Development’s programs, call Carolyn Lawrence at 802-828-6002 or visit the web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/vt

