United States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development
Section 9007
 Rural Energy for America Program

Feasibility Study Grant Program
	The Feasibility Study grant application template – on the following pages – provides a cover page, table of contents and a framework of divider pages to organize the grant application for submission to USDA-Rural Development.  Each divider page will list the documents to be filed directly behind it.  Please tab the divider pages as indicated.

The maximum grant which can be requested is $50,000 or up to a maximum of 25% of total eligible costs.
A feasibility study grant application 
· can only be submitted as a stand-alone grant application.

· cannot be submitted for a renewable energy system project for which a feasibility study has been conducted or funded under any Federal or State program.

· can be submitted for a modification to an existing renewable energy system

A feasibility study grant application for a renewable energy project cannot be submitted in the same fiscal year -

if a renewable energy project application for the same renewable energy system is submitted in the same fiscal year -

and vice versa.

The grantee will have 2 years to provide a complete and acceptable feasibility study and request disbursement of funds.
Applicants can apply for only 

1 renewable energy system project,

1 energy efficiency improvement project, and

1 renewable energy system feasibility study project per year.

	

	An original and 1 copy of the application must be received in the State Office by 4:30 p.m. on June 30, 2011.    
Renewable Energy Coordinator
USDA Rural Development

1835 Black Lake Blvd, Suite B

Olympia, WA 98512-5715

All applicants (except for individuals) must have a Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number, which can be obtained at no cost via a toll free request line at 1-866-705-5711.




This template is designed for training and education and does not replace the 4280-B regulation or the NOSA published in the Federal Register on April 14, 2011.
USDA-Rural Development
Section 9007
Rural Energy for America Program

Feasibility Study Grant Application

Title of Project:       
Submitted by

Applicant Name:       
Address:       
City:       
County:      
State:       
Zip code:       
Phone #:       

E-mail:       
Fax:       
$_     _ Grant Request
                          Grant Writer Name      
                          Phone #                                                       E-mail      
Date Submitted to RD       
Section 9007 Feasibility Study Grant Application
Table of Contents

Applicant Name__     __
An original and one complete copy of each application are required that follow the outline below.  Each application must include a Table of Contents with clear pagination and chapter identification and the following:
	Feasibility Study

Grant Application Components
	Tab 
	

	Title Page


	
	

	Table of Contents


	
	

	Project specific forms

     A.  SF 424 – Application – the Federal Catalog number is 10.868 – requires a DUNS number

      B.  SF 424 B – Assurances – Non-Construction Programs

      C.  Applicant eligibility and Project eligibility certification form
	1
	

	Legal organizational documents (if an entity)


	2
	

	Work Plan cover page


	3
	

	A brief description of the proposed system the feasibility study will evaluate
	
	A

	A description of the feasibility study to be conducted.
	
	B

	The timeframe for completion of the feasibility study
	
	C

	The experience of the company/individual completing the feasibility study
	
	D

	The source and amount of other project funds
	
	E

	Financial Information to determine the applicant’s size
	
	F

	Intergovernmental Review Comments – If applicable
	
	G

	Certification no other Federal or State assistance has been received for the subject feasibility study
	
	H


	Tab 1 

Divider Page



	
	

	Federal Tax ID #
	     

	DUNS #

To get a DUNS number, call 1-800-705-5711 or go to

http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform

	     

	

	Project Specific Forms  
These forms are available by clicking the Application Templates & Forms link off of the Renewable Energy Feasibility Study Funding link on our website at:
 http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/wa.AP-FS.htm
Insert the forms immediately after this divider page.

	
	

	SF 424 – Application for Federal Assistance
         Catalog number is 10.868
	     

	SF 424B – Assurances
	     

	Applicant eligibility and project eligibility certification/determination

	     




Section 9007 RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA Program Applicant & Project Eligibility

Applicant Name       
Title of Project      
Type of Technology   FORMCHECKBOX 
   Renewable Energy or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Energy Efficiency

Applicant Eligibility (4280.107)
WHEREAS, _______________________________________________________________________                                                                           herein called the “Grantee/Applicant”, intends to obtain assistance from the United States of America, acting through the U. S. Department of Agriculture, herein called the “Government”, acting under the provisions of the Section 9007 Rural Energy for America Program.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises, the Grantee hereby certifies to their applicant eligibility as follows (for any not applicable, mark N/A):

1.  _     _ If applying as an Agricultural Producer – more than 50% of the grantee’s income is from 

      agricultural production.  (Documentation is attached to show more than 50% of gross income is

      from the farming operation – first page of previous year income tax return and schedule F).

     _     _ If applying as a Rural Small Business – the grantee’s business meets SBA small business size 

       Standards http://sba.gov/size/index.html
      The NAICS code for my business is _______________________________________________.
The limitations of the NAICS code are _____________________________________________.

How my business meets those limitations __________________________________________.

_______Documentation is attached to show how my business meets those limitations. 

if business size is based on annual sales - attached is one of the following: 

  FORMCHECKBOX 
   IRS 1040 Schedule F                         FORMCHECKBOX 
  IRS 1040 Schedule C                   FORMCHECKBOX 
  IRS Form 1120

  FORMCHECKBOX 
   IRS Form 1120S                                FORMCHECKBOX 
  IRS Form 1065

2.            If applying as an individual for a renewable energy/energy efficiency project, the individual(s) are 

                    citizens of the U.S. or reside in the U.S. after being legally admitted for permanent residence.

               If applying as an entity for a renewable energy/energy efficiency project, the entity is at least 51 

                    percent owned, directly or indirectly, by individuals who are either citizens of the United States or 

                    reside in the United States after being legally admitted for permanent residence.

3.            (Answer True or False) The grantee has no outstanding judgment from Federal court, is not 

                    delinquent in federal income taxes or federal debt, and has not been debarred from receiving 

                    federal assistance.

4.            (Answer True or False) I have received a Section 9006 or 9007 grant in prior years.

                    If the answer is true – please indicate the year _____ and type of project ___________________.

5.            I certify my application meets the definition of demonstrated financial need as per 4280.107 (a) 

                    (5), 4280.109 (b) (2), and 4280.193 (a).

The grantee _____does or ______does not have a known relationship or association with an Agency employee.  If applicable, name and relationship of employee: ______________________________________________________________________________

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have executed this certification on this ________ day of ______________, 20____   

                                                                              ______________________________________________

                                                                              Name of Applicant/Grantee                                                                                            

______________________________________________                      

 Printed Name of Authorized Representative of Applicant/Grantee

                                                                              __________________________________________

Signature of Authorized Representative of Applicant/Grantee

Project Eligibility (4280.108)
WHEREAS,
__________________________________________________________________                                                                           herein called the “Grantee/Applicant”, intends to obtain assistance from the United States of America, acting through the U. S. Department of Agriculture, herein called the “Government”, acting under the provisions of the Section 9007 Rural Energy for America Program.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises, the Grantee hereby certifies to their project eligibility as follows (for any not applicable, mark N/A):

1.  _______ Type of Technology   FORMCHECKBOX 
   Renewable Energy or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Energy Efficiency 

                     The project description is:

                     ___________________________________________________________________________

                     ___________________________________________________________________________

2.  The project is for  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Commercially available and replicable technology  

                                  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pre-Commercial and replicable technology

                                 

     ______  Documentation is attached to support the commercial availability of the technology in my 

                   application.     

3.  _______ The project has technical merit (Answer yes or no).     

4.  _______ The project is located in a rural area, as defined in 4280.103 (Answer yes or no).

                    The Project will be located in ________________________.

                    The address is ___________________________________.

                    The most recent decennial population census of the project location is  ___________________.

                    The project (circle one) is or is not located in an urbanized area.                  
                                         

5.  The owner of the project is _____________________________________________________________________.

     Is the owner of the project the same entity as the applicant?  _____________(Answer yes or no)

     Is a third party going to be under contract to control revenues and expenditures and operate/maintain the project?

     _______________ (answer yes or no)

6.  _______ I will control the site where the project will be located - for the useful life of the proposed technology.

     _______ Attached is documentation of this control.

7.  _______ I have satisfactory sources of revenue in an amount sufficient to provide for the operation, management, 

                    maintenance, and debt service of the project – for the life of the project.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have executed this certification on this ________ day of ______________, 20____ 

                                                                              ______________________________________________

                                                                              Name of Applicant/Grantee                                                                                            

______________________________________________                      

 Printed Name of Authorized Representative of Applicant/Grantee

                                                                              __________________________________________

Signature of Authorized Representative of Applicant/Grantee
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	Legal Organizational Documents

	
	

	If an entity,
	Please indicate:

X  (enclosed) or

NA (not applicable)

	Copy of applicant’s organizational documents

	     

	Evidence of legal existence (Certificate of good standing)

	     


	Tab 3 

Divider Page



	

	Work Plan


	

	A brief description of the proposed system the feasibility study will evaluate.
	A

	A description of the feasibility study to be conducted.
An acceptable feasibility study is outlined in Appendix B – Feasibility Study Guidelines.

Applicants must require those conducting the feasibility study to consider and document within the feasibility study the important environmental factors within the planning area and the potential environmental impacts of the project for which the feasibility study is being conducted, as well as the alternative considered.
	      B

	The timeframe for completion of the feasibility study.
The grantee will have 2 years to provide a complete and acceptable feasibility study and request disbursement of funds.
	C

	The experience of the company/individual completing the feasibility study,
Including the number of similar projects the company/individual has performed,

the number of years the company has been performing a similar service, and 

corresponding resumes;
	D

	The source and amount of other project funds
needs to be clearly identified.

Agency approved written documentation/confirmation from any third party committing a specific amount of such funds is required.  

Documentation includes such items as bank statements, lender commitment letters, and so forth
	E

	Sufficient financial information to allow the Agency to determine the applicant’s size.

All information submitted under this paragraph must be substantiated by authoritative records.

Acceptable documentation would include IRS forms as appropriate –

IRS 1040, IRS 1120 (corporation), IRS 1120S (S corp), IRS 1065 (partnership), Schedule C (business), or Schedule F (Farming) 
     1)  If the applicant is a rural small business, provide sufficient information to determine its total annual

          receipts and number of employees and the same information for any parent, subsidiary, or affiliates

          at other locations.

          Voluntarily providing tax returns is one means of satisfying this requirement.  The information 

          provided must be sufficient for the Agency to make a determination of business size as defined by 

          SBA.

     2) if the applicant is an agricultural producer, provide the gross market value of the agricultural 

         products, gross agricultural income, and gross non-farm income of the applicant for the calendar 

         year preceding the year in which the application is submitted; 
	F

	Any intergovernmental review comments, if applicable.

	G

	A certification that the applicant has neither sought nor received any other Federal or State assistance for a feasibility study for the subject renewable energy system.
	H


Section 9007 Feasibility Study Grant

Certification
                  I certify that I have not sought nor received any other Federal or State assistance 

                  for the feasibility study for which Section 9007 Rural Energy For America grant 

                  funds are being applied for.
                  ________________________________

                  Signature

                  ________________________________

                  Applicant Name
                    ____________________________________

                    Date



An agricultural producer is an individual or entity directly engaged in the production of agricultural  products, including crops (including farming);Livestock (including ranching);  forestry products; hydroponics; nursery stock; or aquaculture, whereby 50% or greater of their gross income is derived from the operations.                                                    





























An entity is considered a small business in accordance with the Small Business Administrations (SBA) small business size standards by NAICS found in Title 13 CFR part 121.  A private entity including a sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation, cooperative (including a cooperative qualified under section 501(c)(12) of the Internal Revenue Code), and an electric utility including a Tribal or governmental electric utility that provides service to rural consumers on a cost of service basis without support from public funds or subsidy from the government authority establishing the district, provided such utilities meet SBA’s definition of small business.  These entities must operate independent of direct Government control. With the exception of the entities described above, all other non-profit entities are excluded.








Definition of rural:  Any area other than a city or town that has a population of greater than 50,000 inhabitants and the urbanized area contiguous and adjacent to such a city or town according to the latest decennial census of the U.S.








Pre-commercial technology – Technologies that have emerged through the research and development process and have technical and economic potential for commercial application, but are not yet commercially available.


Commercially available  - A system that has a proven operating history specific to the proposed application.  Such a system is based on established design, and installation procedures and practice.  Professional service providers, trades, large construction equipment providers, and labor are familiar with installation procedures and practices.  Proprietary and balance of system equipment and spare parts are readily available.  Service is readily available to properly maintain and operate system.  An established warranty exists for parts, labor, and performance.





 











