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“Wild, Wonderful & 
Open For Business” 

As the numbers prove, we have eager 
employees awaiting your funding re-
quests “to increase economic oppor-
tunity and improve the quality of life 
for all rural West Virginians.” 
 
For information on all our programs, 
please visit us on the web at 
www.rurdev.usda.gov or feel free to 
call and/or stop by your local USDA  
Rural Development office (see map on 
back page).   

 Message From WV State Director Bobby Lewis 
 As calendar year 2012 closes and we 

enter 2013, I want to extend greet-
ings and wish each of you a Safe, 
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New 
Year! 
 
As you can see from the illustration 
below and the accompanying pages, 
West Virginia USDA Rural Develop-
ment had a very successful Fiscal 
Year 2012. 

 Inside this issue: 

Almost Heaven WV 
Mountain State  
Rural Express  

Lewis Announces  
Impressive Fiscal Year 2012 
USDA Rural Development 
Investment in West Virginia 
$387,130,473.  “Everyone 
would have to agree that is 
an impressive figure!” stated 
West Virginia USDA Rural 
Development State Direc-
tor Bobby Lewis.   
 
That figure is representative 
of the Fiscal Year 2012 
investment of funds into 
West Virginia through 
USDA Rural Development’s 
programs. 
 
USDA Rural Development’s 
Water and Environmental 
Programs (WEP) provide 
loans, grants, loan guaran-
tees, and technical assis-
tance for drinking water, 
sanitary sewer, solid waste, 
and storm drainage facilities 
for rural areas and munici-
palities with populations of 
10,000 or less. 
 
Throughout the years, 
these federal programs have 
provided safe drinking wa-
ter, contributed to local 
economies through infra-
structure development, and 
improved the environment 
for millions of rural Ameri-
cans, including residents of 
West Virginia. 

 

Fiscal Year 2012 proved to 
be a very productive year 
for the State and Area staff 
of Rural Development’s 
WEP Program as funding 
commitments total ing 
$51,453,870 were made to 
25 projects throughout the 
State of West Virginia.  
 
This federal funding and, in 
many cases partnered with 
State funding, will improve 
the lives of approximately 
44,300 rural households, 
businesses and schools. 
 
Examples of WEP project 
funded in Fiscal Year 2012, 
with a brief description of 
each, include the following: 
 Town of Rainelle 

(Greenbrier County) 
received a loan of 
$2,675,000 to upgrade 
the Town’s water 
treatment and distri-
bution system; 

 Town of Grantsville 
(Calhoun County) 
received a grant of 
$258,000 to make 
improvements to the 
Town’s water system.   

   (continued on page 2) 

Housing Programs:  
502 Direct Loans (104)  $   10,136,136 
502 Leveraged Loans (21)  $     1,702,480  
Guaranteed/Purchase (1,607)  $ 202,495,976 
Guaranteed/Refinance (127)  $   19,529,825 
504 Loans (57)   $        265,784 
504 Grants (104)   $        596,340 
Preservation Grants (2)  $          59,936 
MFH 538 Guar RRH Loans (2) $     1,210,000 
Rental Assistance (145)  $   11,012,760  
   TOTAL HOUSING (2,169)  $ 247,009,237  
  

Water and Environmental Programs:  
Water & Waste Loans (20)  $   41,624,500  
Water & Waste Grants (15)  $     9,829,370  
WWD Technical Assistance Grant (1) $        800,000 
Appalachian Regional Commission 
   Grants (3)   $     4,250,000 
Telecommunications (1)  $        298,339 
   TOTAL WEP (40)   $   56,802,209  
W&W Users Assisted              44,300  
  

Community Facilities:  
Direct Loans (11)   $   63,589,000  
Grants (12)   $        187,715  
Guaranteed Loans (1)  $   13,800,000  
EII Grants (7)   $          91,100  
RCDI (3)    $        598,095  
   TOTAL CF (34)   $   78,265,910  
  

Business & Cooperative Programs:  
Guaranteed B&I 3% Loans (1)  $     4,325,000 
Intermediary Relending Program  
   Loan (1)   $        281,000  
Rural Business Enterprise Grants (3) $        292,000 
Rural Business Opportunity Grant (1) $          50,000 
Rural Cooperative Develop. Grant (1) $          49,000 
Renewable Energy & Efficiency  
   Grants (2)   $         45,373 
Bio-Fuel Producer Payments (2) $         10,744 
   TOTAL BUSINESS  
      & COOPERATIVE (11)  $    5,053,117 
Jobs Created               165 
Jobs Saved               30 
Businesses Assisted              29 
  
TOTAL DOLLARS INVESTED  
   IN WV DURING FY 2012 (2,254)        $ 387,130,473  



 (continued) improvements  
project.  The loan com-
pletes a total Rural Devel-
opment funding package of 
$1,520,000; 

 Town of Reedy (Roane 
County) received a loan of 
$86,000 and grant of 
$244,000 to make improve-
ments to the Town’s water 
system; 

 Mineral Wells Public Service 
District (Wood County) 
received loans totaling 
$2,093,500 for upgrades to 
its water and wastewater 
systems.  The loans to the 
Mineral Wells PSD were for 
two separate projects; 

 Town o f  Tunne l ton 
(Preston County) received 
a loan of $450,000 and 
grant of $1,040,000 to ex-
tend wastewater collection 
service to approximately 30 
additional customers in the 
Denver area of Preston 
County; 

 Town of Gilbert (Mingo 
County) received a grant of 
$350,000 to extend water 
service to approximately 
230 new customers within 
Mingo County.  The grant 
completes a total Rural 
Development funding pack-
age of $2,026,000; 

 Town of Harrisville (Ritchie 
County) received a loan of 
$102,000 and grant of 
$1,343,000 for improve-
ments to the Town’s waste-
water system; 

 T o w n  o f  B e l i n g t o n 
(Barbour) received a grant 
of $250,000 for improve-
ments to the Town’s waste-
water system.  The grant 
completes a total Rural 
Development funding pack-
age of $6,093,000; 

 Lincoln Public Service Dis-
trict (Lincoln County) re-
ceived a loan of $1,050,000 
and grant of $500,000 to 
extend water service to 
approximately 440 new 
customers in the Alkol area 
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construction.  The following Rural 
Development projects began con-
struction during Fiscal Year 2012: 
 
 Central Boaz Public Service 

District (Wood County) - 
Funding of $1,520,000 for 
water system improvements; 

 Clover Public Service District 
(Roane County) - Funding of 
$1,940,000* for water sys-
tem extensions; 

 Friendly Public Service Dis-
trict (Tyler County) - Fund-
ing of $2,786,000 for water-
line extensions; 

 T ow n  o f  Gr an t s v i l l e 
(Calhoun County) - Funding 
of $1,388,000* for water 
system improvements; 

 Mineral Wells Public Service 
District (Wood County) - 
Funding of $4,900,000 for 
wastewater system improve-
ments; 

 Pleasant Hill Public Service 
District (Calhoun County) - 
Funding of $750,000* for 
water system upgrades; 

 City of Spencer (Roane 
County) - Funding of 
$1,500,000* for water sys-
tem improvements; 

 Town of Junior (Barbour 
County) - Funding of 
$540,000* for wastewater 
system improvements; 

 City of Romney (Hampshire 
County) - Funding of 
$561,000* for water system 
upgrades; 

 Town o f  Rowlesburg 
(Preston County) - Funding 
of $920,000* for water sys-
tem improvements; 

 Gauley River Public Service 
District (Nicholas County) - 
Funding of $3,235,000* for 
water system extensions; 

 Glen White-Trap Hill Public 
Service District (Raleigh 
County) - Funding of 
$3,871,400 for water system 
upgrades and extensions; 

 Ravencliff-McGraws-Saulsville 
Public Service District               
(continued on page 3) 

 (continued) of Lincoln County; 
 Putnam Public Service District 

(Putnam County) received a 
loan of $600,000 to make 
improvements to its water 
distribution system.  The loan 
completes a total Rural Devel-
opment funding package of 
$4,385,000; 

 City of Elkins (Randolph 
County) received a loan of 
$15,500,000 to construct a 
new water treatment facility; 

 Huttonsville Public Service 
District (Randolph County) 
received a grant of $1,200,000 
to construct a new water 
treatment facility.  The grant 
completes a total Rural Devel-
opment funding package of 
$7,110,000; 

 Buffalo Creek Public Service 
District (Logan County) re-
ceived a loan of $3,954,000 
and grant of $779,000 to ex-
tend wastewater collection 
and treatment services to 
approximately 306 new cus-
tomers in the Triadelphia area 
of Logan County; 

 Craigsville Public Service Dis-
trict (Nicholas County) re-
ceived a loan of $1,977,000 to 
extend water service to ap-
proximately 88 additional 
customers within the Del-
phi/Tioga areas of Nicholas 
County; 

 Lincoln Public Service District 
(Lincoln County) received a 
loan of $401,000 and a grant 
of $879,000 to extend water 
service to approximately 118 
additional customers in the 
Lower Mud River area of 
Lincoln County; 

 Raleigh County Public Service 
District (Raleigh County) 
received a loan of $3,694,000 
and a grant of $500,000 to 
upgrade the current water 
system and extend service to 
approximately 70 additional 
customers. 

 
Once funding is committed to an 
infrastructure project, it is critical 
for the project to move forward to 

 (continued) The grant com-
pletes a total Rural Develop-
ment package of $1,388,000; 

 Adrian Public Service District 
(Upshur County) received a 
grant of $1,000,000 to ex-
tend water service to ap-
proximately 165 additional 
customers within Upshur and 
Webster Counties; 

 City of Romney (Hampshire 
County) received a loan of 
$51,000 to install a power 
upgrade to its water system.  
The loan completes a Rural 
Development funding pack-
age of $561,000. 

 Little Creek Public Service 
District (Marion County) 
received a loan of $1,730,000 
to upgrade its water system; 

 Gauley River Public Service 
District (Nicholas County) 
received a grant of $486,370 
to extend water service to 
approximately 60 additional 
customers.  The grant com-
pletes a total Rural Develop-
ment funding package of 
$2,186,730; 

 Greater Harrison Public 
Service District (Harrison 
County) received a loan of 
$4,000,000 to provide exten-
sive improvements to its 
water system; 

 Crum Public Service District 
(Wayne County) received a 
loan of $400,000 and grant of 
$1,000,000 to extend water 
service to approximately 132 
additional customers along 
State Route 152 in Wayne 
County; 

 Putnam Public Service Dis-
trict (Putnam County) re-
ceived a loan of $2,741,000 
to extend wastewater collec-
tion and treatment services 
to approximately 446 addi-
tional customers.  The loan 
completes a total Rural De-
velopment funding package of 
$16,235,800. 

 Central Boaz Public Service 
District (Wood County) 
received a loan of $120,000 
f o r  a  wa te r  s y s t em 
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 (continued) (Wyoming County) 
- Funding of $835,000 for water 
system extensions; 

 Crum Public Service District 
(Wayne County) - Funding of 
$4,611,000* for water system 
extensions;  

 Town of Gilbert (Mingo 
C o u n t y )  -  F u n d i n g  o f 
$3,512,000* for water system 
extensions; 

 Mingo County Public Service 
District (Mingo County) - Fund-
ing of $6,018,000* for water 
system extensions; and  

 Town of Poca (Putnam County) 
- Funding of $525,600 for 
wastewater system improve-
ments. 

 
*Denotes that all or a portion of 
Rural Development funds were pro-
vided through the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(ARRA). 
 
USDA Rural Development’s Com-
munity Facilities (CF) Programs pro-
vide loans, grants, loan guarantees, 
and technical assistance to develop 
essential public community facilities 
such as schools, libraries, childcare, 
hospitals, medical clinics, assisted 
living facilities, fire and rescue sta-
tions, police stations, community 
centers, public buildings, and trans-
portation in rural areas. 
 
Fiscal Year 2012 proved to be a very 
productive year for CF programs as 
funding commitments totaling 
$78,265,910 were made to 31 pro-
jects throughout the State of West 
Virginia. 
 
Examples of CF projects funded in 
Fiscal Year 2012, with a brief de-
scription of each, include the follow-
ing: 
 
 Boone Memorial Hospital, Inc. 

(Boone County) - $31,800,000 
for the construction of a new 
hospital (pictured to the 
right); 

 Appalachian Regional Health-
care, Inc. (Raleigh County) - 
$13,500,000 for renovations to 
the Beckley facility and for 

 (continued) assist with 
repairs to the Jane Lew 
Community Center to 
bring the facility in compli-
ance with the state fire 
safety code; 

 Glenville State College 
(Gilmer County) - $15,300 
grant for improvements to 
the campus entry; 

 Rowlesburg Revitalization 
Committee, Inc. (Preston 
County) - $9,600 grant for 
a chair lift; 

 Faith In Action, Inc. 
(Mineral County) - $1,190 
grant for equipment for 
the food bank; 

 Randolph County Com-
m i s s i o n  ( R a n d o l p h 
County) - $20,000 grant 
for improvements to 
Camp Pioneer’s din-
ing/assembly hall to bring 
it in compliance with the 
state fire code; 

 West Virginia Community 
Development Hub, Inc. 
(Harrison County) - 
$200,000 Rural Commu-
nity Development Initiative 
Grant to development 
capacity for ten rural com-
munities to undertake 
housing, community and 
economic development 
projects; 

 Natural Capital Investment 
Fund, Inc. (Jefferson 
County) - $215,000 grant 
for the Rural Jobs and 
Innovation Accelerator 
Challenge;  

 Marshall University Re-
search Corporation, Inc. 
( C a b e l l  C o u n t y )  - 
$183,095 grant for the 
Southern West Virginia 
Jobs Accelerator Partner-
ship. 

 MountainHeart Commu-
n i t y  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c . 
(Nicholas County) - 
$206,000 loan for the 
purchase of new office 
space in Summersville; 

 
        (continued on page 4)  

 South Central Educational 
Development, Inc. (Mercer 
County) - $20,000 grant to 
assist in the purchase and 
installation of a HVAC sys-
t e m  f o r  t h e i r  o f -
fice/community building; 

 East Fork Volunteer Fire 
Department, Inc. (Mingo 
County) - $15,700 grant to 
assist in the purchase and 
installation of a new HVAC 
system for their fire hall; 

 Southern Appalachian Labor 
School (Fayette County) - 
$9,950 grant to assist in the 
purchase of a vehicle; 

 McDowell County Commis-
sion/Ambulance Authority 
(McDowel l  County)  - 
$40,000 grant to assist in the 
purchase of an ambulance; 

 Doddridge County Emer-
gency Squad, Inc. (Doddridge 
County) - $13,200 grant to 
purchase ambulance equip-
ment; 

 Roane County Commission 
(Roane County) - $4,200 
grant to purchase a police 
vehicle; 

 Tunnelton Community Am-
bulance Service, Inc. (Preston 
County) - $15,700 grant to 
purchase ambulance equip-
ment; 

 Coalton Volunteer Fire De-
partment, Inc. (Randolph  
County) - $9,000 grant to 
purchase an emergency siren 
and equipment; 

 Jackson Memorial Commu-
nity Association (Lewis 
County) - $3,325 grant to 

 (continued) refinancing of 
debt; 

 Highland-Clarksburg Hospital, 
Inc. (Harrison County) - 
$13,800,000 guaranteed loan 
for a psychiatric behavioral 
hospital; 

 Harrison County Building 
C ommi s s i on  ( Ha r r i s on 
County) - $9,000,000 loan for 
the construction of a new 911 
Center for Harrison and Tay-
lor Counties; 

 Lewis County Building Com-
mission (Lewis County) - 
$6,000,000 loan for the con-
struction of a new judicial 
annex; 

 Senior Life Services of Morgan 
County (Morgan County) - 
$1,400,000 loan for the pur-
chase of a building to expand 
the services for the Senior 
Citizens Center in Berkeley 
Springs; 

 City of Romney Building Com-
mission (Hampshire County) - 
$998,700 loan for construc-
tion of a new public works 
building; 

 Mountaineer Ambulance Ser-
vice, Inc. (Preston County) - 
$22,000 combination loan and 
grant to purchase ambulance 
equipment; 

 Center for Rural Health, Inc. 
(Putnam County) - $500,000 
for the purchase of new office 
space; 

 Taylor County Commission 
(Taylor County) - $13,950 
grant to assist with roof re-
placement for the Taylor 
County Library; 



 Fairmont Community Devel-
opment Partnership received a 
Rural Business Enterprise 
Grant to support the develop-
ment of a small business incu-
bator. 

 Adaland Mansion received 
funds to access high speed 
Internet that will enable the 
facility to host on-site business 
activities, trainings and meet-
ings. 

 Beaver Enterprise Center 
received funds to establish the 
Beaver Farmers Market by 
purchasing and renovating the 
former Beaver Elementary 
School. 

 Woodlands Community Lend-
ers received funds enabling the 
organization to provide low-
interest loans to public and 
non-profit organizations in 
Barbour, Randolph and Tucker 
counties for business and 
community development ac-
tivities. 

 
With an aging Multi-Family Housing 
(MFH) portfolio in West Virginia, 
the need for extensive rehabilita-
tion is essential in order to con-
tinue providing safe, decent, sani-
tary, and affordable housing. Obsta-
cles exist for both owners and 
Rural Development staff due to 
limitations of Rural Development 
funding and challenges of obtaining 
outside resources.  
 
However, the West Virginia Multi-
Family Housing staff has diligently 
worked with the owners, investors 
and contractors of several proper-
ties to complete the following 
transfers of ownership with reha-
bilitation in 2012: Mercer Manor 
Apartments, Summers Housing 
Apartments, New Crossroads I, Hill 
Manor II, Dutch Ridge Apartments, 
Fort Gay, Pine Wood, Alum Creek, 
Lowe Gardens and Alicia Arms. 
 
The rehabilitation projects included 
addressing special design features to 
improve handicapped accessibil-
ity.  Other individual unit items 
addressed were air conditioning 
units, updated kitchen appliances, 

Lewis Announces Impressive Fiscal Year 2012  
USDA Rural Development Investment in West Virginia (cont.) 

Page 4 Almost Heaven WV Mountain State Rural Express  

With the continued success and 
cooperation of Owners and 
West Virginia Housing Develop-
ment Fund, an aging portfolio will 
be able to provide the housing 
needs for low income residents,  
allowing families and/or individu-
als in rural West Virginia the 
ability to obtain and enjoy safe, 
decent, sanitary and affordable 
housing.  

cabinetry, and flooring.  Com-
plexes received new playgrounds, 
refinished parking lots and side-
walks, as well as improvements to 
the on-site laundry facilities. 
 
Alicia Arms Apartments, a 32 unit 
USDA Rural Development Section 
515 Elderly Housing Complex 
built in 1987 located in Chester, 
WV, was able to receive $800,000 
in much needed improvements 
using WV Housing Development 
Fund tax credits.  Construction 
was completed early in 2012. 
 
Tenant Clarice Cronin said, “I love 
my new apartment; it is just like 
moving into something brand 
new,” and in particular, “I love my 
new walk-in shower and (new) 
dishwasher.”   
 
Another tenant, Joann Louk, com-
mented that the property is 
“lovely” and “really beautiful.” 

 Kenova Volunteer Fire De-
partment, Inc. (Wayne  
County) - $170,000 loan and 
$20,000 grant for the pur-
chase of two new ambu-
lances; 

 T o w n  o f  R a i n e l l e 
(Greenbrier County) - 
$20,000 grant to assist in the 
purchase of a new police 
cruiser; and 

 Rainelle Public Library 
(Greenbrier County) - 
$20,000 grant to assist in the 
purchase of library equip-
ment and furniture. 

 
USDA Rural Development’s Rural 
Business-Cooperative Service 
(RBS) programs work in partner-
ship with the private sector and 
community-based organizations to 
provide financial assistance and 
business planning. RBS helps fund 
projects that create or preserve 
quality jobs and/or promote a 
clean rural environment.  
 
The financial resources of Rural 
Business-Cooperative Services are 
often leveraged with those of 
other public and private credit 
source lenders to meet business 
and credit needs in under-served 
areas. Recipients of these pro-
grams may include individuals, 
corporations, partnerships, coop-
eratives, public bodies, nonprofit 
corporations, Indian tribes, and 
private companies. 
 
Fiscal Year 2012 was a year of 
transition for Rural Business-
Cooperative Programs in West 
Virginia.  Following several staff 
retirements, Lisa Sharp became 
the Program Director in June and 
Jesse Gandee joined the program 
as a Specialist in mid-July.  Even 
with this transition, funding com-
mitments totaled in excess of $5 
million for projects in rural West 
Virginia.   
 
Examples of Rural Business-
Cooperative Service projects 
funded in FY 2012, with a brief 
description of each, include the 
following:  

Town of Gilbert Breaks Ground 
for Browning Fork and Horsepen 

Water Projects 
The Town is also the recipient of 
loan and grant funds in the 
amount of $2,026,000 for the 
Horsepen Creek project.  Addi-
tional funds for the Horsepen 
Creek project were provided by 
the Appalachian Regional Com-
mission and WV Infrastructure 
and Jobs Development Council. 
 
The Browning Fork Waterline 
Extension Project will bring pub-
lic water and fire protection 
service to approximately 140 
new customers along County 
Route 52/2 in Mingo County.  
The Horsepen Creek Waterline 
Extension Project will upgrade 
the current system and extend 
public water and fire protection 
service to approximately 230 
new customers in and around 
the areas of Route 52 to 
Donaldson Branch, the base of 
Horsepen Mountain and along 
Route 13 from its intersection 
with Route 52 south to Baisden. 

USDA Rural Development West 
Virginia State Director Bobby 
Lewis (pictured below address-
ing  the attendees) joined with 
Congressman Nick Rahall and 
numerous state and local officials 
on November 1, 2012 in the 
Town of Gilbert to break ground 
for two waterline extension pro-
jects for the Browning Fork and 
Horsepen Creek areas.  
 
The Town of Gilbert is the recipi-
ent of loan and grant funds from 
USDA Rural Development in the 
amount of $1,486,000 for the 
Browning Fork project.  These 
funds were made available as a 
result of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  
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Huttonsville PSD Awarded Funds 
For Water Treatment Plant Project 
USDA Rural Development’s Area II 
Director Craig Burns joined state 
and local officials (pictured below) 
in Mill Creek on December 14, 2012 
for a groundbreaking ceremony and 
to make a presentation to the 
Huttonsville Public Service District 
(PSD).  The PSD is the recipient of 
loan and grant funds from USDA 
Rura l  Deve lopment  tota l ing 
$7,110,000 to support the construc-
tion of a new water treatment plant. 
 
Rural Development funds will be 
used to construct a new water treat-
ment facility that will serve the PSD’s 
1,130 current customers as well as 
approximately 49 additional custom-
ers.   

A Rural Jobs Accelerator Roundtable 
was held on October 23, 2012 at the 
Robert C. Byrd Institute for Ad-
vanced Flexible Manufacturing in 
Huntington.   
 
The Roundtable event celebrated the 
selection of two West Virginia appli-
cants as winners in the Rural Jobs 
and Innovation Accelerator Chal-
lenge to spur job creation and eco-
nomic growth in rural regions across 
the country.   
 
A pioneering effort of interagency, 
the Rural Jobs Accelerator Challenge 
combined the resources of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce’s Eco-
nomic Development Administration 

The Jennies Creek Waterline 
Extension Project will bring 
water and fire protection ser-
vices to approximately 135 
households along Jennies Creek 
and Breeden Creek.  An addi-
tional 15 households will also 
be served within the Stonewall 
District of Wayne County.   
 
The Marrowbone Creek Wa-
terline Extension Project will 
bring water and fire protection 
services to approximately 90 
households along Marrowbone 
Creek and several of its tribu-
taries located in the Kermit 
Magisterial District.   
 
In both instances, the project 
includes installation of water-
line, booster stations, valves, 
fire hydrants and necessary 
appurtenances. 

This project will also serve 
residents along County Routes 
21, 23, 25, 25/1 and 25/2.   
 
Construction plans consist of 
approximately 17 miles of wa-
terline, fire hydrants and related 
appurtenances.   
 
The project will reduce the 
threat of waterborne illness and 
improve the lives of rural resi-
dents. 

The Mingo County Public Service 
District hosted a groundbreaking 
ceremony on November 8 for 
two waterline extension projects.  
USDA Rural Development State 
Director Bobby Lewis and Con-
gressman Nick Rahall joined local 
officials as they celebrated funding 
awards for the Jennies Creek and 
Marrowbone Creek areas.   
 
The Mingo County Public Service 
District is the recipient of loan 
and grant funds from USDA Rural 
Development in the amount of 
$6,018,000 for these projects.  
These funds were made available 
as a result of the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.   
 
Additional funds for the Marrow-
bone Creek project were pro-
vided by the Appalachian Regional 
Commission. 

On October 29, 2012, USDA 
Rural Development State Director 
Bobby Lewis joined with Con-
gressman Nick Rahall and many 
local officials (pictured below) for 
a groundbreaking ceremony for 
the Nestlow Phase II project in 
Wayne County.  
 
This project will connect to the 
Phase I project and serve resi-
dents in the communities of Nest-
low and Girard.   

Completion of this project will 
allow the PSD to utilize a new wa-
ter impoundment that was devel-
oped specifically for the purpose of 
supplying an improved water 
source for the residents of 
Randolph County. 
 
Mr. Burns presented the PSD with 
a certificate of congratulations for 
their successful application and 
award of funds from USDA Rural 
Development in support of this 
project.  Funds for this project 
were also provided by the West 
Virginia Infrastructure and Jobs 
Development Council.  The total 
project cost for the new water 
treatment plant is $11,995,000.  

(EDA), the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), and the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission 
(ARC). 
 
The winning projects will promote 
job creation, accelerate innovation 
and provide assistance to entrepre-
neurs and businesses in a wide 
range of industrial clusters, includ-
ing advanced manufacturing, tour-
i sm,  and loca l  food systems .   
 
There were only 13 winners from 
across the country and two were 
from West Virginia:  Southern 
West Virginia Rural Jobs Accelera-
tor and the West Virginia Value 
C h a i n  C l u s t e r  I n i t i a t i v e .   

Mingo County PSD Breaks 
Ground For New Project 

Two West Virginia  
Organizations Recognized 

Lavalette PSD Breaks Ground 
On Nestlow Phase II Project 



Taylor County Commission 
Receives Funding Award 
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USDA Rural Development State Director Bobby Lewis joined with local 
officials, staff and board members of the Taylor County Public Library on 
October 15 in Grafton to celebrate the award of funding for the replace-
ment of the library’s 31-year old roof system.  In 2012, USDA Rural De-
velopment approved a grant of $13,950 toward completion of this pro-
ject.  Funds for this project were provided through USDA Rural Develop-
ment’s Community Facilities Program.   
 

Pictured left to right:  USDA Rural Development West Virginia State Direc-
tor Bobby Lewis; Linda Rubenstein, President, Taylor County Public Library Board 
of Trustees; Joyce Freeman, Director, Taylor County Public Library and Rusty 
Efaw, Taylor County Commissioner). 

City of Hinton Celebrates 
New Fire Station 

MountainHeart Community 
Services Approved For Loan 

State Director Bobby Lewis travelled to Summersville in late October 
to meet with local officials and celebrate an award of funding to Moun-
tainHeart Community Services.  Funds will be used for a new office 
building to be used for Child Care Resources and Referral and Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) workers.  In Fiscal Year 2012, 
USDA Rural Development approved a loan of $206,000 toward this 
project.  Funds for this project were provided through USDA Rural 
Development’s Community Facilities Program. 

Pictured left to right: MountainHeart employees Betty Hamrick, Supervi-
sor; Dianna Thompson, Early Childhood Specialist; Reba Deal, Receptionist; 
Kelly Miller, Case Manager; and USDA Rural Development West Virginia 
State Director Bobby Lewis.  

On October 29, 2012, USDA Rural Development 
State Director Bobby Lewis joined with Congressman 
Nick Rahall and many state and local officials 
(pictured to the right) for a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the new fire station in Hinton.   
 
Through the Community Facilities program, USDA 
Rural Development provided loan and grant funds 
totaling $1,500,000 in support of this project.  The 
majority of this funding was made possible through 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009. 
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Pleasant Hill PSD Holds  
Groundbreaking Ceremony 

October 18, 2012.  Pleasant Hill PSD officials in Calhoun County recently 
broke ground on a $750,000 Kite Knob Water Storage Tank Project.  The 
project, designed by Boyles and Hildreth Consulting Engineers, includes the 
construction of a new 100,000 gallon water storage tank and the installation 
of approximately 3,400 linear feet of eight inch waterline.   
 
The planned improvements will improve the capacity and reliability of the 
water system and reduce disruptions in service to the Pleasant Hill Elemen-
tary School.  Mid-Atlantic Storage Systems, Inc. is the contractor for this 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 funded project.     

Pictured left to right:  Jim Hildreth (Project Engineer), Dale Cunningham (PSD 
Chairman), Joann Dunn (PSD Office Manager), Perry Dye (PSD Treasurer), Vir-
ginia McDonald (USDA Rural Development Area Specialist), John Fox (Mid-Atlantic 
Storage Systems) and Alan Harris (USDA Rural Development Area Director). 

Participants in the pilot refi-
nancing program are required to  
meet income eligibility require-
ments, and must have made 
their mortgage payments on 
time for 12 consecutive months.   
 
Borrowers participating in 
USDA’s Single Family Housing 
Direct and Guaranteed loan 
programs are eligible to partici-
pate. Borrowers do not have to 
obtain new credit reports, prop-
erty inspections or home ap-
praisals. Refinanced loans must 
be at least one percent below the 
original interest rate. Terms 
cannot exceed 30 years. No cash 
out is permitted to the borrower. 
 
With this announcement, the 
pilot is being expanded to in-
clude residents in the following 
states: Alaska, Arkansas, Colo-
rado, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri, 
Montana, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, South Dakota, Texas, 
Utah, Washington, West Vir-
ginia, Wisconsin, and the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico.  
 
These states are being added 
because they have been identi-
fied as having a very high pro-
portion of persistent poor coun-
ties, that is, those with a poverty 
rate of at least 20 percent in 
each of the last four U.S. Cen-
suses. The Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico has been included 
due to a poverty rate of at least 
45 percent in recent years, ac-
cording to a U.S. Census Bureau 
report. 
 
The original states in the two-
year pilot program are:  Ala-
bama, Arizona, California, Flor-
ida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Missis-
sippi, Nevada, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oregon, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina and Tennessee.  
 
The performance of the pilot 
will be reviewed after two years 
to evaluate whether to continue, 
terminate or make the refinance 
program permanent.  
 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
announced on January 31, 2013, 
that USDA is adding 15 more 
states and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico to a pilot program that 
enables current USDA borrowers 
to save money on housing costs by 
refinancing their mortgages with 
lower interest rates. USDA Hous-
ing Administrator Tammye Tre-
viño made the announcement on 
behalf of Secretary Vilsack. 
 
“USDA’s expansion of this pro-
gram will help more rural borrow-
ers refinance their mortgages to 
reduce their monthly payments and 
ease their financial burdens,” Vil-
sack said. “As our economy con-
tinues to recover, this program will 
enable rural families living in 
USDA-financed homes to take 
advantage of historically low inter-
est rates.”  
 
USDA unveiled the initiative al-
most one year ago. It initially in-
cluded borrowers in 19 states hard-
est hit by the downturn in the 
housing market. To date, 3,394 
rural borrowers have benefited 
from the USDA refinancing pilot 
program.  These loans total nearly 
$453 million. 
 
The pilot expands upon USDA’s 
ongoing effort to assist rural home-
owners holding loans made or 
guaranteed by USDA Rural Devel-
opment.  
 
In 2010, USDA established an 
aggressive modification policy for 
Guaranteed Loans that helps 
homeowners who are delinquent 
on their mortgages. These home-
owners can lower their monthly 
payments through a loan modifica-
tion that re-amortizes their pay-
ments over a term of up to 40 
years, lowers their interest rate, or 
both.  
 
USDA also has a “Mortgage Re-
covery Advance” program in 
which the Department provides 
guaranteed lenders up to 12 
months of mortgage payments on 
behalf of borrowers who have 
fallen behind on their payments 
due to job loss or other hardships. 

Mortgage Refinancing Program 
Coming to West Virginia 

Attention Hispanic and Women 
Farmers and Ranchers:  Claims  

Filing Period Ends March 25, 2013 



USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer. Complaints of discrimination should be sent to:  
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410. 

State Office 
1550 Earl Core Road, Suite 101 

Morgantown, WV  26505 

Phone:  304-284-4860 OR 800-295-8228 
Fax:  304-284-4893; TTY/TDD 304-284-4836 

Gail.Bennett@wv.usda.gov 

Almost Heaven WV  
Mountain State Rural Express 

We’re on the Web! 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/wv 

“Wild, Wonderful & Open 
For Business” 
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