Guidance for the Use of EJCDC Standard Documents on Water and Wastewater Projects with RUS Financial Assistance





Wyoming Rural Development


Rural Utilities Service (RUS)





I.  Introduction.


The purpose of this bulletin is to modify and supplement, but in no way supersede, the information found in RUS Bulletin 1780-26.  The notation “State Supplement” will be placed at the top of the first page, as the entire bulletin is being supplemented by this bulletin, of the National RUS Bulletin 1780-26.   The intent is to assist applicants and professional consultants in the development of contract documents and engineering agreements that will be acceptable to Rural Development, Rural Utilities Service in Wyoming.   This bulletin is provided by RUS to assist applicants and professional consultants in the development of agreements and contract documents that are legally sufficient, ensure appropriate services are provided for a reasonable fee, and expedite the achievement of the applicant’s goals.   When there is a conflict between this bulletin and RUS Bulletin 26, this bulletin will prevail.





Any community or utility or consulting engineer that is anticipating funding all or part of a water or waste disposal improvement project with financial assistance from RUS should contact the Wyoming USDA Rural Development Community & Business Programs at PO Box 820; Casper, WY 82602-0820; phone 307/261-6319; FAX 307/261-6339 for guidance before executing a professional services agreement or preparing a set of construction contract documents.





This bulletin consists of the following sections:


I.  Introduction.


II. List of Engineering Agreement Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects.


III. List of Construction Contract Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects.


IV. Availability of Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects.


V.  Commentary on the Use of EJCDC Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects.


VI. Commentary on the Use of EJCDC Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects 	Cofunded by the Wyoming Water Development Commission (WWDC).





II. List of Engineering Agreement Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects.


 “Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Engineer for Professional Service Funding Agency Edition”: EJCDC No. 1910-1-FA (1997) *.


Owner-Engineer Document List.  WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 1.  Provides guidance on completing the agreement, a replacement Exhibit C (Method of Payment) and Exhibits I (Agency Special Provisions).





III. List of Construction Contract Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects.


A model letter: “Owner’s Instructions Regarding Bidding Procedures and Construction Contract Documents”, WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 2, is provided.


The following documents must be used to develop the Project Manual / Specifications:


	Section		Title				Document


	00020		Advertisement For Bids	WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 3


	00100		Instructions To Bidders	WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 4


	00300		Bid Form	WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 5


	00410		Bid Bond Form	EJCDC Form No. 1910-28-C (1996)


	00500		Agreement Form	WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 6


	00610		Performance Bond Form	EJCDC No. 1910-28-A (1996)


	00620		Payment Bond Form	EJCDC No. 1910-28-B (1996)


	00700		Standard General Conditions	EJCDC No. 1910-8-FA (1997) *


	00810		Supplementary Conditions	WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 7


	00900		Funding Agency Spec Provisions	WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 8 


	01000		Project Sign	WY RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 9 


			Notice of Award	EJCDC No. 1910-22 (1996)


			Notice To Proceed	EJCDC No. 1910-23 (1996)


			Change Order	WY Form RD 1924-7, (PN 677 7/6/98)


			Work Directive Change	EJCDC No. 1910-8-F (1996)


			Application for Payment	WY Form RD 1924-18, (PN 677 7/6/98)


			Cert of Substantial Completion	EJCDC No. 1910-8-D (1996)


			Certification for Contracts	RD Instruction 1940-Q Exh. A-1


			Certification Regarding Debarment	Form AD-1048


			Compliance Statement	Form 400-6





IV. Availability of Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects.





EJCDC documents are available from the National Society of Professional Engineers (http://www.nspe.org or 1-800-417-0348), the American Consulting Engineers Council (1-212-705-7288) or the American Society of Civil Engineers.  Be sure to purchase and use the EJCDC Funding Agency editions, denoted by “FA” in the order number.





RUS Standard documents are available from the Community & Business Program; USDA - Wyoming Rural Development; PO Box 820; Casper, WY 82602-0820; phone 307/261-6319; FAX 307/261-6339 or the Wyoming Rural Development home page: http:\\www.rurdev.usda.gov/wy/





V. Commentary on the Use of EJCDC for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects.





EJCDC. The United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service (RUS) and the Engineers Joint Contract Documents Committee (EJCDC) have developed a Funding Agency Edition of selected standard documents.  These documents are copyrighted.  RUS offices will not distribute EJCDC documents for any purpose other than training or to illustrate the appropriate use of the integrated set of documents on RUS financially assisted projects.  Copies of the EJCDC documents are available - for review purposes only - by contacting RUS at the above address, or at http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees.englib/index.htm





RUS Bulletins.   The RUS standard documents follow EJCDC documents standard format and the suggested format as outlined in the Wyoming Public Works Standard Specifications, 1993 Edition.





Because the RUS Bulletins and the EJCDC documents are fully integrated, when making a modification in one document you should ensure that appropriate modifications are made in all affected documents.  It is RUS policy that the applicants use the EJCDC and Wyoming Rural Development standard form documents with minimal modification.  However, RUS recognizes each project is unique and that modifications may be required to satisfy specific project requirements.  





The RUS standard documents are not to be used as a substitute for the careful evaluation of the requirements for a specific project.  The owner, their engineer and legal counsel, with Rural Development consultation, must determine the best approach for a successful outcome.





Any modifications to the documents must be:


	1. Project specific;


	2. Specifically noted in a Special Provisions supplemental to the standard documents; AND


	3. Concurred in by RUS.





The Owner is responsible for the settlement of all contractual and administrative issues arising out of procurement entered into in support of a loan or grant.  These include, but are not limited to: source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims.  Matters concerning violations of laws are to be referred to the applicable local, State, or Federal authority.  





RUS recognizes each project is unique and that modifications may be required to satisfy specific project requirements. The attached  model letter can be used  to delineate issues and conclusions reached by the Owner and Engineer before preparing project documents.  The Owner and their Engineer should collaborate in the development of this or a similar document in consultation with the Owner’s legal counsel before the Engineer begins development of the project Construction Contract Documents.





Before an applicant or consultant proceeds with the development of an agreement or a set of contract documents, they should contact the Rural Development State Office to verify they have the most current information specific to the type of project and State where the project is located.





VI. Commentary on the Use of EJCDC Documents for Rural Development Water & Wastewater Projects Co-Funded by the Wyoming Water Development Commission (WWDC).





Projects which are jointly funded by Rural Development and Wyoming Water Development Commission will be required to utilize Special Provisions which combine both agencies requirements:





1. RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 1 : “Exhibit I - RUS & WWDC Special Provisions” to the “Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Engineer for Professional Service Funding Agency Edition”.





2. RUS Bulletin 1780-26, Attachment 8 : “Section 00900 RUS & WWDC Agency Special Provisions” to the “Standard General Conditions of the Construction Contract Funding Agency Edition”.
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